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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR tHIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinne may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timeiy fiied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 October 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) KI Claim(s) 1,2 and 4-7 is/are pending in the application. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 



Applicant's election without traverse of invention I, claims 1 , 2 and 4-7 in the reply filed 
on 10-6-2006 is acknowledged. Claims 2, 4 and 5 have been amended to depend from claim 1 
and new claims 6 and 7 have been added to depend from claim 2. Applicant's request for 
consideration of claims 2 and 4-7 along with claim 1 due to their direct or indirect dependency 
from claim 1 has been considered. A careful review of the disclosure and all pending claims 1, 2 
and 4-7 by the Examiner indicates that claims 2, 6 and 7 are directed to an invention other than 
the elected invention I for the following reasons: invention I, with correspondifig claim 1, is 
directed to a screen frame structure as shown in Figs. 6 and 7 including four straight screen 
frame members each having insertion apertures provided in both ends and four L-shaped frame 
corner members 14 each being inserted into the corresponding insertion apertures to form a 
screen frame. Male and female threads are provided in the straight screen frame members and L- 
shaped frame corner members to allow adjustment of the members relative to each other so as to 
tension the screen mounted thereon. Claim 2, along with its dependent claims 6 and 7 are 
directed to a screen frame structure as shown in Figs. 8-10 including four straight screen frame 
members 36 forming a screen frame and multiple thread apertures 39 provided on the side 
surface of the screen frame members to work with tension adjusting screws 46 so as to tension 
the screen mounted thereon. Accordingly, based on the present disclosure, claims 1 and 2 are 
directed to two distinct and mutually exclusive inventions. Since applicant has elected invention 
I which is directed to a structure as shown in Figs. 6 and 7 as discussed above, only claims 1, 



Application/Control Number: 10/619,461 
Art Unit: 2854 



Page 3 



along with amended 4 and 5 are covered by this invention. Accordingly, claims 2, 6 and 7 
directed to the non-elected invention have been withdrawn from further consideration. 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new tide is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Device and method for tensioning a screen on a screen 
printing frame. 

Claims 1, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. Additionally, the claims recite too many 
alternatives by repeatedly using the word "or" such that it is difficult to ascertain exactly what 
structure is being claimed. Accordingly, the Examiner takes the position that whenever there are 
alternatives recited in the claims, only one of the alternatives would be evaluated against known 
prior art. 

The following is a (quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kline(6,427,588). 

With respect to claim 1, Kline teaches a screen printing frame of variable length to which 
a screen is attached including screen frame members 14 each having open ends, 4 L-shaped 
corner members 16 for loosely fitting into the open ends of the screen frame members 14, screen 
hooking tools 28 adhered to the screen 12 and detachably fitted into the slots 24 on the screen 
frame members 14, screen frame length extensible means 32 having female threads disposed at 
each end of the screen frame member 14, and male threads 34 provided for mating with the male 
thread receivers for adjusting the effectively length of the screen frame members to tension the 
screen 12 mounted thereon. See Figs. 1-4 in Kline for details. 

With respect to claim 4, Kline teaches the use of the disclosed screen frame structure by 

I 

providing hooking portions 24 in the screen frame member 14 as shown in Fig. 2, hooking the 
screen hooking tools 28 of the screen into the hooking portions, and adjust the length of each 
side of the screen frame with the use of the screen frame adjusting means (male and female 
threads) to give a tension on the screen suited for printing. See also column 4, line 5 through 
column 5, line 4 in Kline for details. 

With respect to claim 5, Kline teaches that the screen frame is variable in the length of its 
sides comprising assembling the four L-shaped corner members and four straight frame members 
by inserting the L-shaped corner members into the insertion apertures provided in both ends of 
the straight frame members to form a screen frame construction provided with screen frame side 
length extensible means(male and female threads). It is noted that only the first alternative in 
claim 5 is directed to the elected invention. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ren L. Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ren LYan ^ 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 




Ren Yan 
Dec. 13, 2006 



